
Annual Report of the Wairarapa Camera Club for the 
year ended 5 August 2014
Membership

As at the end of the club’s financial year (today) we have 50 financial and honorary 
members, an increase of 14 on last year.  I think I am right that the club has seldom, if 
ever, had as many members as it has now.  Hopefully, we will continue to grow.  The more 
members we have, the more photographic variety and the more learning opportunities will 
present themselves.  However, we do need financial members.  Please renew your 
subscription by October 1st.

Financial position

The Wairarapa Camera Club has the lowest subscription rate ($40 full year, $25 half year 
or part thereof) of any photography club in the Central South region.  Our annual 
subscription brings in less than $2000 per year.  

The annual Wairarapa Theme is our only significant additional fundraiser — it brings in 
about $400 per year after expenses. 

We try to limit our costs as a rule.  To that end we rely incredibly on the goodwill of judges 
and presenters:  generally we compensate them for travel expenses and make a token 
presentation in return for the time and effort they give us.  Whether this will prove to be a 
viable long-term strategy remains to be seen.  We are also very fortunate that we are able 
to hire our meeting rooms from the REAP at a very reasonable rate.

We continue to buy, and on-sell to members at cost, mat and mounting board.  

As we predicted last year, costs for the upcoming exhibition have been greater than our 
annual income ($3,200).  Members will appreciate that we are banking on selling a 
significant number of the images in the exhibition to defray some of those expenses.

Nevertheless, because we are confident of making sufficient sales to recoup all or most of 
our costs we do not propose any alteration to the subscription for the coming year.

Club Activities

The first meeting of the 2013/14 year was very special and set the tone for the year.  There 
was a huge turnout for Grant Sheehan’s presentation on his ‘Ghosts in the Landscape’, 
and ‘Lighthouse’ projects.  All agreed it was a wonderful presentation.

Competitions / Judges
Competitions this year again produced some fantastic photography.  I was particularly 
impressed by the images that members made for the triptych and monochrome 
competitions.  There’s nothing quite like a challenge for stimulating creativity!



We’ve been lucky to have had another 
excellent group of judges.   Judges 
have, rightly, been very 
complimentary about the high quality 
of photographs we have been making. 
Perhaps stimulated by the marking 
rubric we have given them, all of our 
judges have also been able to give 
pertinent and very helpful feedback.  
Michele Usher’s feedback on the 
monochrome competition, and Fred 
Wotton’s comments on our ‘macro’ 
images were particularly useful.

Trips
Our trip to Glenburn Station last spring was very successful.  Glenburn is a wonderful 
venue with comfortable lodgings, great hosts and fantastic photo opportunities.  We took 
the chance to share expertise on post processing and camera work.  Everyone who went 
not only enjoyed themselves but learned something new, I think.

It was such a success that we have booked Glenburn for a repeat visit this September.  
26th to 28th.  Mark it in your diaries.

The trip to Ruakokoputuna chasm was fun for the small number of people who went.  
Plenty of opportunities to get wet feet, overcome a fear of heights, and make stunning 
photographs.

Workshops
Once again, in concert with the Wairarapa REAP, we ran basic photography workshops for 
members of the general public which were well received.

Our club-focussed workshops on post-processing, Lightroom and Photoshop, prepping for 
print, and critique, have been well supported.

Thanks to Martin, Nik, and Dave for their help and work, especially with the Lightroom and 
Photoshop weekend.

Exhibition:  Hidden Faces Hidden Gems
Strictly speaking, our upcoming exhibition takes place ‘next year’ (anything after tonight is 
‘next year’ in the club’s calendar), but the photographs have been made, and the 
organisation put in place in the past year.  This is going to be a great exhibition.  Don’t 
miss it.  Encourage family and friends, and friends of friends, to get along.

In terms of club member's activities, one of the highlights of the year has to have been the 
camera journey of Nik Player.  About 18 months ago, Nik abandoned his trusty Nikon gear 
in favour of a more portable Fujifilm camera.  After what seemed to be an indecently short 
time Nik then traded back up to a top-of-the-line Nikon D800 which has given way 
subsequently to another (very nice, admittedly) Fujifilm small format.  Predicting Nik’s next 
camera move has become something of a sport!



Communications

This year we replaced our monthly newsletter by a news blog on our website.  The website 
has given us the flexibility to send more timely updates and to post all of our competition 
entries, rather than print only the most favoured few.  We trust that members share our 
enthusiasm for this innovation. 

Thanks

Firstly, thanks to the Wairarapa REAP for their support throughout the year.  Our 
workshops would have been so much more difficult to run without REAP’s organisational 
nous.  Thanks also to the REAP, and to Peter, for continuing to make these rooms our 
home away from home.

Thanks to all the members who have participated in the club’s activities through out the 
year.  If you didn’t want to make interesting photographs or to try to improve your 
photography, the world would be a poorer place!

My thanks to the committee for your efforts and work during the year.  Like any club or 
society, a camera club is judged by the quality of what it offers to members, and that 
quality is down to the input and efforts of your committee.  Well done people.

Finally a farewell and grateful thanks to both Nik Player and Kevin Morgan, who have both 
decided to stand down from the committee this year.

I’d like to make a special 
acknowledgement of Kevin’s contribution.

Kevin joined the club in about 1980.  (I 
believe only Glenys Robertson and Mike 
Longworth can claim such a long 
association).  Kevin was first elected to 
the committee in 1983, and has been on 
the committee of the club every year from 
1985 until today.  

During that time he has held every 
position:  editor, committee member, print 

image coordinator, president, vice 
president, secretary, competition secretary.  For a good part of his time with the club, Kevin 
has held three positions simultaneously — you can see what carrying all that weight on his 
shoulders has done to him.  

The Wairarapa Camera Club owes Kevin a great debt of gratitude.  People like Kevin are 
the rocks to which organisations like ours tie themselves and depend on to survive.

Kevin, we will miss your input and great depth of institutional knowledge.  Not to mention 
your looking after the club’s myriad trophies and cups!  Thank you.
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