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About The Club 

The Wairarapa Camera Club is a friendly and relaxed group.  We like to share and discuss our photographs, 
and ideas and skills related to all things photographic. 

We encourage the practice and study of photography through competitions, instruction, and practical 
sessions, at meetings, club outings and trips away throughout the year. 

The Wairarapa Camera Club was formed in 1953 and currently has a membership of more than 60. 

Even though we are called Wairarapa Camera Club, our emphasis is less on cameras than on the practice 
and skills of photography.   Nevertheless we do, from time to time, run workshops on aspects of camera 
work and the processing and presentation of photographs. 

Club Activities 

Regular Meetings 

We meet monthly on the first Tuesday of the month, from February to November, at 7.30pm sharp. 

We aim to finish the formal part of each meeting by 9pm.  We then have supper, with informal discussions 
and exchanges of ideas, tips, and challenges! 

The programme for meetings is determined each year by the incoming committee and published in our 
annual syllabus, which you can find in this booklet (p. 12). 

We meet at: 

Masterton Trust Lands Trust Education Centre 

22 Dixon Street 

Masterton 

 
Regular monthly meetings usually take the form of photographic competitions (see below).  Occasionally 
competition evenings are replaced by special events such as a presentation by an invited guest, usually a 
well-known photographer.  

Each meeting ends with a cup of tea and an opportunity for members to ask questions and share ideas.   
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Workshops  

In addition to the regular monthly meetings, the club often holds workshops for members during the year 
(please refer to the syllabus on the back page).  We also put on occasional weekend workshops for 
members and/or the wider Wairarapa community in conjunction with the Wairarapa REAP. 

Field Trips 

We run occasional weekend day trips and usually one extended overnight or multi-day trip each year. 

Exhibitions 

Every second year, in conjunction with Aratoi — Wairarapa Museum of Art and History — the club 
mounts a public exhibition of members’ photographs 

We put on this biennial exhibition to represent the club’s work to the local community. The number of 
entries by any individual member that will be chosen for exhibition is limited so that everyone gets a 
chance.  The club meets all up-front costs of mounting the exhibition from accumulated funds.  We then 
try to recoup funds through sales. 

The exhibition gives members who may not otherwise have the opportunity, a chance to exhibit their 
photography publically.  It is also an important event for attracting membership to the club. Proceeds from 
sales go to the club to assist in offsetting costs. Unsold prints are usually offered back to the photographers 
at cost price. 

There will be an exhibition in 2020. 

 

  
“Winter”  by Cha Albagnac 

 

 
“Smoke Art” by Rob Innes  
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Annual Syllabus 

The timetable for the year’s activities is set out in the annual syllabus, which is on the back of this booklet. 

Web Site 

The club maintains a website  www.wairarapacameraclub.org which contains: 

 information about the club:  who we are, what we do, and how people can join 

 some of the information in this booklet 

 a gallery of images submitted for our competitions and exhibitions 

 frequently asked questions and tutorials about aspects of photography, and 

 occasional newsletters. 

The website is the first point of contact with the club for many people. 

On the website are some pages that may be accessed by members only, for which you need a password. 

The password for the members’-only pages is iminwcc123  (Try to remember ‘I’m in wcc 123’) 

Facebook  

The club also has two Facebook accounts.   

The Wairarapa Camera Club Facebook page is our ‘public face’ on social media.  Anyone can search it and 
see what is posted.  The site is moderated by Mark Beatty. 

We also have an un-moderated closed Facebook Group called WCC Out and About, which is not public.  
Members of the group (who have to be WCC members) can post pictures, questions and comments and 
seek suggestions and answers to questions.  If you are unable to access this, please ask the club secretary. 

Local TV 

The club has recently established a partnership with Wairarapa TV (Freeview 41).  At regular intervals 
during the day Wairarapa TV broadcasts slideshows of images made by club members.  From time to time 
members will be asked if they wish to provide new images to include in the slideshows. 

 

Competitions 

The main activity at most regular meetings is a themed competition where members’ photographs — prints 
or projected digital images — are critiqued by an invited judge.  We have competitions so that: 

 members have a chance to share their photographs, and also to receive considered feedback on 
them; and thus ... 

 learn how their photography might be improved. 

At each competition, the judge assigns members’ images into categories (see Notes for Judges for 2019 below). 
The Competition Secretary may use these results to determine our photographer of the year in both print 
and projected image categories (page 7). 

Competitions are fun, but competition, as such, is not really the point.  The reason for bringing in external 
judges is so that members may learn from the judges’ critiques and thereby improve their photography. 

The theme (or subject) for each competition is set out in the annual syllabus.  
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“Tararua afternoon light” by Mike Longworth 

Rules for Competitions 

Timetable 

1. The committee will annually establish a competition timetable, which will be set out in the syllabus. 
All competitions will be held between January and December each year.  The number of 
competitions in any year will depend on the balance of other activities in the year’s syllabus.  

Media 

2. The Media shall be Prints and Projected Images. 

3. The committee will determine the theme (subject) for each competition.  The judge will decide if an 
entry falls within the theme.   

Conditions 

4. Only financial members may enter club competitions. 

5. All competition entries must comply with the following conditions: 

a) the photographs must have been shot, and any post processing done, by the competitor, but may 
be printed and/or mounted by a another party; 

b) all entries must have been made no more than 3 years prior to the competition in which they are 
entered; 

c) no photograph may be entered if it has previously been entered in a club competition, except in 
the case where previous entries are explicitly invited for a special competition (such as ‘Print of 
the Year’, or Exhibition selection) 

d) following judging, entries will be displayed during the competition meeting in the clubrooms. 

e) Prints: 

i) to ensure prints can be delivered to judges and displayed satisfactorily they must be mounted, 
and preferably matted; 

ii) unmounted photographs can not be accepted; 

iii) the maximum size of prints is 500 x 400 mm including the mount; (this restriction may be 
relaxed in the event of a specific panorama competition) 

iv) minimum size of printed images is 175 x 125 mm. 

f) Projected (Digital) Images will be displayed on the projector in the clubrooms. 
To ensure projected images are displayed correctly they should be: 

i) saved in JPEG format; 

ii) encoded in the sRGB colour space. 
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There will be no restriction on the pixel dimension of projected image for entry into club 
competitions.  You may enter images at whatever dimension you wish.  However, be aware 
that if a judge’s monitor, or the projector at the clubrooms, uses a different dimension your 
image will be resized by the projection or monitor driver software.   

The projector in ‘our clubrooms’ has a resolution of 1920 x 1200 pixels and will resize all 
images to that size.  If you would like to be sure that your images will be displayed at their best 
in the clubrooms, you should resize them to a maximum of 1920 pixels wide and a maximum 
of 1200 pixels high, before delivering them to the Competition Secretary (see the tutorial on 
our website for instructions on how to do this). 

g) All images must be clearly identified: 

i) Prints must be clearly labeled on the back with the member’s Club number, followed by an 
optional title. 

   e.g.  431 Summer Days 

ii) Projected image filenames shall consist of the entrant’s membership number, and an optional 
title 

   e.g. 564 Summer Days.jpg 

iii) Although titles are optional, each entry must be clearly identified. 

iv) Untitled entries must be labeled “Untitled”.  Multiple “Untitled” entries require clarification, 
e.g.  191 untitled, 191 untitled2 etc. 

Entries 

6. All entries must be with the Competition Secretary prior to the closing date for the competition, 
which shall be announced on the club website and by email to financial members.  Submissions 
received after that date will not be accepted for assessment except at the absolute discretion of the 
Competition Secretary. 

How to Submit an Entry (2018) 

Prints are to be left for pickup at Festival Hire, 21 Queen Street, Masterton before 4 pm on the 
Wednesday two weeks prior to the competition.  

Both Projected Images and digital copies of Print entries are to be uploaded into the correct folder in 
the club’s Dropbox before 5pm on the Wednesday two weeks prior to the competition.  

Closing dates are noted on the syllabus. 

For each competition, members may submit up to 3 images in total, but no more than 2 submissions 
may be prints, and no more than 2 may be digital images. 

Judging and Results 

7. Judging of the competition shall be undertaken by a person or persons appointed by the committee. 
The committee will inform the Judge for each competition of any specific criteria for the 
competition. 

8. The competition criteria and any special conditions will also be communicated to club members 
through the club website and email prior to the competition. 

Overleaf are the notes we provide to judges so that members can know what we ask judges to do, and why. 
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Notes for Judges for 2019 

Scoring:  Each image is to be classified into one of these levels: 

H – Honours 
In your opinion, an outstanding image that would likely be considered ‘Honours’ standard at any club. 

HC – Highly Commended  
In your opinion the photograph would be regarded as very good in any competition. 

C – Commended 
The photograph is good. In your opinion it is very good in some respects but let down in other aspects. 

A – Accepted 
Any images not classified as HC, HC or C. 

 

Commentary 

For each image, it would be useful if you could comment on any aspect of the image—good or weak—
from which members might learn and improve their photography.   

As a guide you may wish to comment on: 

 The Overall Impact of the image.  The degree to which the idea, emotion, originality, or remarkable 
features in the image grab the viewer’s attention. 

 The Composition of the image.  How the photograph uses line, shape, colour, contrast, texture, main 
image placement, point of view or other compositional devices to enhance the impact of the image. 

 How the subject is expressed.  The degree to which the choice of subject is appropriate for the theme of 
the competition and the idea or emotion that the image tries to express.  If there is no theme, how 
well the subject expresses an idea or emotion. 

 Technical Issues.  Whether exposure is good; elements that should be sharp and in focus, are sharp and 
in focus; any post-processing has been appropriate and enhances the image, rather than distracts. 

If you wish, you may announce for each entry whether the image is ‘Accepted’, ‘Commended’, ‘Highly 
Commended’, or ‘Honours’.   

In the event of there being more than one image in the highest category you award, we do not ask you to 
identify a ‘winner’.  Nevertheless, it might be very useful to identify any characteristics of an image that 
make it particularly strong. 

Please give the Club a copy of your judging decisions and your comments and the returned memory stick. 

                  
“Spears” by Jan Abernathy              “Classic” by Nevil Green 
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Following the competition, the Competition Secretary will award points to all images according to the 
judge’s score.   

To recognize both the quality of entries and participation throughout the year, the Competition Secretary 
will accumulate each member’s points and, at the end of the year, will make an award for the ‘Club 
Photographer of the Year’ (in each of Print and Projected Image categories).

 

 
“ Perfectly imperfect” by Lisa Nelson 

 

 
“ Hohepa Mutu”  by Greg Ball 

 
“Straight and Bent” by Bruce Kirk 
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Trophy List 

Despite the club’s emphasis on learning and improvement, there is always room for celebration of good 
photography.  Ever since the 1950s the club has recognised outstanding photography and photographers through 
the annual awarding of cups, trophies and certificates.  The cups and trophies also serve as a record of the history 
of the club, inscribed as they are with the names of many outstanding Wairarapa photographers of the past. 

There are some trophies which have not been awarded for a number years which also point to our history:  for 
example, the ‘Novice’ and ‘B Grade’ cups and trophies have not been awarded ever since our club dispensed with 
competition grades. 

The Trophies for overall Print and Projected Image ‘champions’ are awarded every year, as are the trophies for 
Print and Projected Image of the Year, and the Trust House Competition.  Other trophies for individual 
competitions may be awarded at the discretion of the Committee if there is an appropriate competition through the 
year. 

The Trust House open competition is sponsored by the Trust House, which chooses an image from among those 
entered in the August competition and buys a framed print of its choice from the club.  Members vote separately 
for our choice of Trust House open theme winner. 

The award ceremony is held at the end of a competition year—usually at the end of year dinner. 

Trophy Awarded to/for 

Wairarapa Camera Club Cup Club Print Champion (Aggregate Points) 

Wairarapa Camera Club Cup Club Projected Image Champion (Aggregate Points) 

J. Thomas Cup Most Improved 

Mike Field Trophy Print of the Year 

Marsden Colour Cup Projected Image of the Year 

Masterton Licencing Trust Trophy Wairarapa Theme 

Graeme Hinton Trophy Best Monochrome Print 

Wairarapa Camera Club Cup Best Sports Action Print 

Kibblewhite Tray Best Sports Action Projected Image 

Masters Trophy Best Landscape / Seascape Print 

Mabson Memorial Trophy Best Landscape / Seascape Projected Image 

Desgranges Memorial Trophy Best Portrait or Child study Print 

Kodak Trophy Portrait or Best Child Study Projected Image 

National Bank Trophy Best Open Print 

Cockburn Trophy Best Open Projected Image 

National Wildlife Centre Trophy Best Natural History Print 

Nola Wright Trophy Best Natural History Projected Image 

Wairarapa Camera Club Cup B Grade Print Champion 

John Thomson Cup B Grade Projected Image Champion  

Alan Cooke Trophy Best Novice Print 

Audrey Hutcheson Cup Best Novice Projected Image 
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Services for members 

Matting and mounting prints 

Print entries in club competitions must be mounted and preferably matted for easy handling and to protect the 
surface of the photographs.  To assist members who wish to enter prints in competitions, the club buys good 
quality Mat and Backing Board (1080mm X 810mm) for resale at cost to members.  Contact Bruce Kirk. 

Pre-cut mats are available to buy from the club. These are available in black or white card. Both A3 and A4 size are 
$5 each, including backing boards.  

For those wanting custom sizes, the club owns a Mat Cutter, which is stored at the club rooms.  Contact a 
committee member if you wish to use it.  A workshop may be run on request. 

Printing 

Some club members have high quality photo printing equipment and are willing to make members’ prints for 
competitions and exhibitions for the cost of consumables.  Members find this much cheaper than going to a 
commercial photo-printer for the same quality prints.  Ask around or contact the Club Secretary. 

Digital Colour calibration 

The club owns a Colormunki to calibrate the colour of your monitor.  Contact a committee member if you wish to 
use it.   

Administration of the Club 

Club Year 

The Club’s annual general meeting coincides with the August monthly meeting.  The AGM usually precedes the 
Wairarapa Theme Competition. 

The membership year and competition year run from January to December. 

Subscriptions 

Subscriptions are set annually at the AGM.  For 2019 the full year subscription is $40, reducible to $20 for members 
who join after the AGM. 

Committee 

All members of the Club’s management committee are elected annually at the AGM.  To try and get the maximum 
possible involvement of members no positions roll over automatically — indeed we have a particular rule about the 
position of club President:  A member may not be elected Club President for more than 3 consecutive years. 

The committee for 2018/2019 is: 

Mark Beatty  06 304 8128 morkbeatty@gmail.com 

Kay Halligan Treasurer 06 379 7925 halligans@xtra.co.nz  

Rebecca Kempton President 06 304 9354 imagesforart@hotmail.com  

Bruce Kirk Secretary 06 378 9039 bruce@kirk.nz  

Nevil Green Competition Secretary 06 928 8241 tim.mcmahon@xtra.co.nz  

Andrew Stewart  0211472105 nevil@greenfield.co.nz  

Lucy Cooper  02102211414 lucy_e_cooper@yahoo.com 
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Syllabus for 2019 

 
 
 
 

Date Activity Description Entries due 
Jan 23rd Committee meeting     
Feb 5th Competition Action / movement Jan 23rd 
Feb 12th  Photo critique night     
March 5th Competition About town Feb 20th  
March 12th Workshop Camera 101   
March Field trip 1 Date and place to be notified   
March 27th Committee meeting     
April 2nd Competition From above March  20th 
April 16th Photo critique night     
May 7th Competition Diptych / Triptych April  24th 
May   Lightroom course Date tentative   
May 29th Committee meeting     
June 4th Competition Night sky / Astrophotography May 22nd 
June 11th Photo critique night     
July 2nd Competition Photo taken on Saturday May 25th Jun 19th 

July  
Advanced P/shop 

Course 
Date to be confirmed   

July 23rd Workshop Camera 101 (on request)   
July 31st Committee meeting     

August 6th 
Trust House 

Competition + AGM 
Open  

Jul 24th 
August 13th Photo critique night     
September 3rd SPEAKER To be confirmed  
September Field trip 2 Date and place to be notified   
September 25th Committee meeting     
October 1st Competition Cold Sep 18th 
November 5th Competition People / person October 23rd 
November  End of Year Celebration Dinner and presentation of trophies   

 


